
 

 

 

M iss ion  Es tanc ia  - This year in SWPPP, we have been working on numerous things. First we learned how to remove the tops of the drains and 
clean them out properly.  We used tools like gloves, safety glasses, a wrench.. We learned how to collect the pollution in the run-off. If we don't, it will 
pollute the ocean. Lastly, we did a serial dilution. We had a fresh water and red dye in water. The experiment represented pollution in water. This 
experiment included test tubes, bottles and syringes. SWPPP has been one of the most fun programs we have ever done. 

El Camino Creek - Hey, Parents!  Since we got back, we have accomplished a lot. We took our first sample on campus and sent our water to the 
Encina lab. We have taken our monthly visual observations. Recently, we had a rain that lasted all week, but because it rained at night, too, most of 
the pollutants were already washed into the storm drains.  At one of our recent meetings, Ms. Hacker posted the results of our school. Most of the 
results were under the EPA benchmark, which is good. If ocean water at the beach exceeded the benchmark for total coliform, it would be shut down 
temporarily.  You have the right to know that we are having a great time in SWPPP WHILE being educated. Stay tuned for more info about SWPPP. 

La Costa He ights - The month of December was very exciting for us. The rainstorms we were expecting from El Nino finally began to kick in. 
During the week preceding the rain, Mr. Dean helped us prepare for our first rain collection. We discussed all the precautions necessary and where 
are samples would be heading after the collection. We waited patiently for the rain to fall and when it finally did we collected samples of our of 
school’s storm water. We double-checked the labels and then Mrs. Sowinski took the samples from all of our drains to the Encina Lab. The next 
week, we received our results. We compared the results to other schools in the Encinitas Union School District. After that, every group explained 
their experience to the class. Also, in the month of December we observed our drains.  In conclusion, December was very eventful, but full of fun. 

Flora V i sta - It has been on and off break for the past couple of months but the Flora Vista SWPPP team has gotten quite a lot of stuff completed. 
We performed a skit to the whole school to inform everyone about the importance of keeping water clean. That was a success! We also did visual 
observations for December and January during this long stretch of time. Also, we did our first rain samples and received the results. We were quite 
surprised that the High Traffic drain had the highest amount of TSS. Flora Vista was so happy we had the least Conductivity among the five schools. 
The most exciting experience that we have is cleaning out the Lunch drain. We cleaned it out because it was more than halfway full! It was nice to 
finally be back from break and do exciting activities. 
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Ol ivenha in  P ionee r - This week in SWPPP, we learned how to tell what a mg/l is, and how to find the pollution per millionth using red dye and 
water. We learned that in order to sample, it must rain for at least an hour, but if it rains for four hours we cannot sample in order to keep 
accurate results. After that we must wait two days, or 48 hours to sample again. We have seen how our school needs to improve based on tested 
data, and understand that below the benchmark doesn't necessarily mean safe. 

Ocean Knol l ' s  goal is to help prevent storm water pollution. Recently, we did drain tests to fully understand what was polluting the water. We 
found that some drains had a high amount of pollution. We have and are brainstorming more ideas to help our water! For example, we could provide 
information to the school, and put up signs near the drains. Wish us luck! 
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This Month:  

1) Review December 
rain event sampling 
data from Encina 

2) Students learn about 
particle dilution 

3) Students observe 
drains during a rain 
event 

Important Events:  

1) New SWPPP logo 
unveiled 

2) Launch of SWPPP 
Website, check it out  
swpppinternship.com 

Mark your calendar:  

1) Next Field Trip 2/3 
for Mission Estancia 

2) Field Trip for all 
classes week of 3/14 

3) SWPPP Plans will be 
presented to EUSD 
Board of Trustees 
May 17th at ECC. 

DROPS Grant update:  

1) Completion of Final 
Letter of Agreement 

2) SWPPP interns will 
meet with Architects 
and engineers to 
begin project 
planning. 


